[Practice-related diagnostic classification of orofacial pain].
In this article, a practical diagnostic classification of orofacial pain for use in the general dental practice is presented. In contrast to the detailed taxonomy proposed by Okeson (1995), this classification is limited to those pain conditions dentists are confronted with most frequently. Furthermore, the fundamental differences of somatic versus neuropathic pain, localized versus widespread pain, and acute versus chronic pain are emphasized. Principles of managing the different pain entities are suggested.